xxxvi   KABIR'S POEMS

an act of worship and an expression
of the infinite rapture of the Im-
manent God.1

Yet in this wide and rapturous vision
of the universe Kabir never loses
touch with diurnal existence, never
forgets the common life. His feet
are firmly planted upon earth; his.
lofty and passionate apprehensions
are perpetually controlled by the
activity of a sane and vigorous in-
tellect, -by the alert common sense
so often found in persons of real mys-
tical genius.  The constant insist-
ence on simplicity and directness, the
hatred of all abstractions and philoso-
phizings,2 the ruthless criticism of ex-
ternal religion: these are amongst his
most marked characteristics. God is
the Root whence all manifestations^
u material5? and cc spiritual,95 alike

1 Nos. XXVI, XXXII, LXXVI.
8 Nos. LXXV, LXXVIII, LXXX, XC.